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Separating parents and couples will be helped to avoid stressful court battles under a new law being introduced by the government.

Family Justice Minister Simon Hughes today set out theimportance of the proposed
change -inthe week of the year when lawyers say more people startto seekadivorce
thanany other.

The firstworking day in January is known as "Divorce Day” because of the surge of
enquiries lawyers receive after the Christmas break.

The governmentis introducing major changes designed to ensure thatin future
separating parents and couples will first consider using mediation to resolve theissues
around divorce and separation- like splitting property or agreeing child contacttimes -
rather thanfighting overitincourt.

Mediationinvolves couples holding discussions, led by a trained and certified mediator, to reachagreements which both of them are
prepared to live with, rather than having them dictated by the court. Couples canthenaska court to consider and make their
agreementinto a legally binding and enforceable court order.

Family Justice Minister Simon Hughes said:

Mediationworks and we are committed to making sure that more people make use of it, rather than go through the
confrontational and stressful experience of going to court.

When people separate we want them to do itinthe leastdamaging way for everyoneinvolved, especially children.
Thatis why we want them to use the excellent mediation services available to agree a way forward, rather than have
one forced uponthem.”

The proposed new law is included inthe Childrenand Families Billwhichis currently being considered by Parliament. This seeks to
change the process so thata personwho wants to apply fora courtorderabouta children or financial matter mustfirst attend a
mediationinformationand assessment meeting (MIAM).

Exemptions from this requirement willapply, such as where there is evidence of domestic violence.

Statistics show that mediation can help people to reach longer lasting solutions for the better good of any childreninvolved. Itcan
also be cheaper and quicker than taking a battle to court.

The government continues to make millions of pounds of public funding available to pay for family mediationfor those who are
eligible. In2012 more than17,000 people successfully used legally aided mediation.
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Notes to editors

1. The proposed measureis part of the Childrenand Families Billwhichis currently progressing through Parliament. The family
justice provisions inthe Bill completed Reportstageinthe House of Lords in December. The remaining stages of the Bill are
expected to becompleted inearly 2014.

2. Theaverage legalaid costofresolving a private family dispute following a relationship breakdownis approximately £500 per
couple through mediation. This is, compared to £4,000 per person forissues settled through the courts. The average time for
amediated caseis 110 days compared to 435 days for non-mediated cases.

3. Lastyearmorethan17,000 people successfully used publicly funded mediation with only six per cent needing further legal
services, compared to 21 per cent of those who didn’tuse mediation. ‘Sustainability of mediationand legal representationin
private family law cases: Analysis of legal aid administrative datasets, Quartermain [MoJ 2011]".
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainability-of-mediation-and-legal-representation-in-private-family-law-cases)

4. Mediationwon’tberightforeveryone. Some people willbe able to sort out their own disputes without using mediationor
going to court. Incertain other circumstances - such as withdomestic violence or child protection concerns - legal action

through the courts may be needed.

5. Information foranyone considering divorce or separation, advice onsome of the supportand services available.
(http://www.gov.uk/browse/births-deaths-marriages/marriage-divorce)

6. Moreinformation onfamily mediationand reaching agreements canalso be found on GOV.UK
(https://www.gov.uk/familymediation) and the Sorting Out Separation web app (http://www.sortingoutseparation.org.uk).

7. Searches for ‘divorce’ on GOV.UK (https://www.gov.uk) are 55 per cent higher in early January thanin early December (456
searches infirst week of January 2013 compared to 294 infirst week of December 2012).

8. Formoreinformation please call the Ministry of Justice press officeon 020 3334 3536.
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